Swervedriver 


by Darren Ressler 


Beneath the obvious differences, Eng- 
land’s Swervedriver have a lot in common 
with the artery-clogging, mile-high New 
York deli sandwiches that they’re lunching 
on a few hours before their first ever Amer- 
ican gig in New York City. Their pummel- 
ing, chunky blend of noise and pop is tasty, 
sprawling and on impact gloriously sticks 
to your ribs. Sure, Swervedriver can’t be 
taken internally. But then again, how many 
pastrami on ryes can treat the ears to an 
onslaught of dense, furiously melodic 
power chords as well as this Oxford-based 
outfit of three years can? 


“Oh, geeez!” drummer Graham Bonner 
has just upset the rest of the band suggest- 
ing that a track from their now completed 
A&M debut should be remixed by their 
engineer Anjoli Dutt. 

“There's nothing wrong with the track, I 
just think that the bass drum isn’t exactly 
right,” Graham says in his defense while 
downing his coke. But the other three 
members—vocalist/ guitarist Adam 
Franklin, guitarist Jimmy Hartridge and 
bassist Adi Vynes—will have none of the 
drummer’s last minute electioneering. 

Despite their good fortune of earning 
critical praise and a loyal fan base in the 
U.K., Swervedriver remain as earthy as the 
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dust they kick up in songs like “Juggernaut 
Rides,” “She’s beside Herself,” and “Zed- 
head.” Even the fact that they're being 
hailed as one of the most promising post- 
everything guitar bands around with two 
heralded EPs on Creation Records in Eng- 
land to their credit, Rave Down and Son of 
Mustang Ford, all of this doesn’t really 
phase them. But rivaling their nonchalant 
attitudes is the magnitude of their bur- 
geoning sonic soundscapes where they 
accidentally used their guitars to take them 
from unsigned status to being one of Cre- 
ation’s most praised groups in a scant peri- 
od of time. 

“We formed around the start of 1989 out 
of the ashes of another band called Shake 
Appeal,” recalls vocalist/ guitarist Adam 
Franklin, the band’s other dreadlocked 
member, of the early stages of the band’s 
evolution. Their bristling sound took influ- 
ence from Husker Du, The Stooges, T-Rex 
and Sonic Youth. “It was basically the three 
of us—myself, Adi and Jim—until we got 
Graham as our new drummer. Then, we 
decided to get our act together and do 
things properly.” 

Despite having gradually matured in the 
midst of a U.K. dance explosion, 
Swervedriver have managed to stay afloat 
and true to their original intents. Extensive 
tours supporting Rave Down and Son of 
Mustang Ford have led them to hone their 
sound and evolve in perhaps one of the 
worst possible times trendwise to be a gui- 
tar band in England. 

“Well, the commercial dance bands like 
Happy Mondays seem to be getting a lot of 
press in the papers because that’s all doing 
very well on the charts,” Jimmy reports, 
stressing that contrary to popular opinion, 
guitar bands aren’t extinct in England. 
“There's a load of really good under- 
ground guitar bands in Camden like Milk 
and Silverfish who are ultra grungy and 
totally opposite to the dance bands who 
are doing well on the charts.” 

“We don’t really fit in with what is going 
on in England right now. That’s good, 
because we're on the edges of a lot of 
trends.” 
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3rd BASS ¢ GRANT HART ¢ BAD BRAINS 


New Route magazine keeps you in touch with the newest breaking artists. We've featured hun- 
dreds of diverse new artists from the Vulgar Boatman to the Bad Brains. New Route also publishes 
contributions from musicians—editorials from Billy Bragg, artwork from Curt Kirkwood of the 
Meat Puppets and photographs from Living Colour’s Vernon Reid. Plus, with each issue there’s 
the New Route Sampler cassette offer providing our readers with an opportunity to receive music 
from the bands we write about. (New Route Samplers are not included with subscriptions.) 

So, stay in tune and take the New Route to New Music. It’s only $6.00 a year, published quarterly. 
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Send $6 to: New Route, 73 Spring Street, New York, NY 10012 


